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9. Speech by Honorable Zabihullah Mujahid, Head of the Delegation of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,

at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Doha Meeting.

10. IEA - Foreign Minister’s Speech at the “Afghanistan’s Regional Cooperation Initiative” Conference.
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IEA-MoFA condemns in the strongest terms the recent terrorist attack in Moscow, Russia, claimed by Deash & considers
it a blatant violation of all human standards.

Daesh, which has targeted civilians in Afghanistan & other regions of the world as well, again cearly demonstrated.
through this incident that it is a group in the hands of intelligence agencies aimed at defaming Islam & posing a threat
to the entire region.

The regional countries must take a coordinated, clear & resolute position against such incidents directed at regional

destabilization.
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The delegation of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan participated in the 15th Summit of the OIC held in Banjul, the
capital of Republic of the Gambia. The OIC summit, which is attended by heads of states, foreign ministers and
diplomats of OIC member states is being held...in Banjul on 4th & 5th May.

IEA-MoFA spokesman, and the DG of the Department of International Organizations participated in this summit at the
official invitation extended by OIC. Besides participating in the main event, IEA-delegation also held meetings &
exchanged views.. on a range of bilateral and multilateral matters with the high-level officials of the OIC &

representatives of member states on the sidelines.
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Today, the members of the UN-Advisory Committee on Financial and Administrative Affairs, consisting of 21 members
from different countries, accompanied by the representatives of UNAMA called on IEA-Foreign Minister, Mawlawi Amir
Khan Muttagi.

In this meeting, the discussions were held in regards to the representation of Afghanistan in the United Nations, the
effective management of humanitarian assistance and the implementation of potential infrastructural projects in
Afghanistan. At the outset, FM Muttaqi provided information about the rehabilitation of drug addicts in Afghanistan,
the provision of financial support of orphans and the prominent role of Afghan women in the private sector.
Meanwhile, FM Muttagqi said that after years of wars and instability, the opportunity has been provided to start regional
economic projects such as Qushtepa Canal, Casa-1000, Afghan Trans and other similar projects in Afghanistan.
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Extending gratitude to the United Nations for humanitarian assistance, FM Muttagqi said that the IEA does not want
Afghans to be reliant on the humanitarian aid of others for a long time, rather Afghanistan should be self-reliant with
implementation of major projects. Mr. Bachar Bong Abdullah, the head of the committee, said that the purpose of the
trip is to evaluate UNAMA's affairs in Afghanistan and trying to highlight the priorities of the Afghan side in order to
present them to the UN-General Assembly. Talking about the significant positive developments in ensuring security,
and urban facilities in the life of people in Afghanistan, the member of the committee, Mr. Amjad Qaid Ahmed Al-
Kumim said that after Kabul, he will also visit the provinces to closely observe the situation in Afghanistan and present
his suggestions to the relevant authorities.

In the end, highlighting the priorities of Afghanistan, FM Muttagqi said that the humanitarian assistance should be spent
in a mannaer that could help people get jobs, domestic products and industry may thrive and UN bodies fulfil their
needs from Afghan markets to support Afghanistan’s private sector. FM Muttaqi mentioned the growth of medium-
sized businesses, attention to developmental projects, providing alternative livelihoods to farmers and not relying on
humanitarian aid as remaining priorities.
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19 May, 2024 Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Afghanistan &

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is monitoring, with concern and hope, the fate of
the aircraft carrying the Islamic Republic of Iran President H.E. Ibrahim Raisi; Iranian Minister, Mr. Hossein Amir
Abdullahian and their companions, and hopes that the rescue team would succeed in locating Mr. President, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, and their companions.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan stands by the government and people of its brotherly and neighboring country in
these hard times and hopes that no untoward incident will happen.

19 May, 2024 Hafiz Zia Ahmad @

Sy S Jtinge g > gigtle 5,800 > (S 5 cwlis 4y oy Jite O ool (G5l a5 9l st > ylel (oDlsl ladlidl >
~J355 91)15:4.9

S & Sy (6 (Sighn oS ol i) (el 3 gl Al da¥ (293 (50| ey ggile 9)Se gl QusliSl > (S Al (o &
S3lil SO bl 51 SO Jlga i 5 S5 15 S5 53000l 5 il gl 5l 5igolgem 96 5 2 (¥ 93 (2 e Jagy Jlituope (pioyes >
3l 05,0 By 93lge o050 ilogdge (Sl sl Jlo yp igpge Loy 3 s (ST 90 2 <l hisg S sy LT -85 195 o0
> s e (T (505 (61 (6 o)) 4 555 Sl 45 GLslidl (635 o o5l alBl o Shlsen sl Cplipme iy &5 )5S
<9315 551 (S o)) &y 5iaal 5l 5niis o a9l 9193 3 ol Wigioms Sl (2l 5l (6 )lsE ol o CungSs (i)

o9l 5l (3553 (Kl (JUd (0 0 Olojl a3 gl 5 458 5igdlsd 9,8 9ipeg)  Olojls gigale 9)Se 5 Lndlidl ¢ gy 2j 9yl 98yt >
8 S 5 5 HS 4 oy Ll o0 bl )

20 May, 2024 Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Afghanistan @

23 st O el (Selge pyizmo bt LIS )3 lial peies 5 oMol (50002 s 529 03005 (508 (IS s ST <jp0 ol 51 I
853905 8o leslil.] ] a5 gl

oL Ol g 50eSd baiw dogluw a g 0 ) liwslid) clo g oMl cylol (63)00n g Culus ply a5 je0l 139 laus ol )
Olary OLb Olalen jl )los 5 42,8 ool o5 Olallie yual BT cOlyal oMol (59002 ) < s paliel s 253 oDl
2853505 Lo szl uos puo Olpl o (8l 5 o piins GBL Ol (sly e Sglas 51 g azils

Ol by (ogaso (sladbaia (slacg) S dawsi )31, Olial 1z 4)s 9ol 2o 5 Sporeo sy Canle g (AES )9S ) yoal 1235
Culud plo Glyl poye g CuogSs oS itdld Glo « Hlawdlid] payes CuosSs Culus pl 3l (6)l3Kwluw (youd @:5 ST L3l $lg siaisj)|
< Cawl 03903 €Ly sl Gllasd tuss p 1) Gliwilxd] poye g CuogS>

22 May, 2024 Hafiz Zia Ahmad @

O el g 109 93l 9850 3 (2 69 45 )9 1 (o & 2B oy (Gl Mo o Jlitope (o3LaBl <lyjgll oy o L1
2 (2L Ol pol s 19 9)La g0 5l (o) maplnl o () h30e2 > Capgren (oMl Ol 5 el il (o e
Bl 1239 91l g5 o) pvetasne) g8 phawdy Cusyy po (658 Cojgren (2ol Ol 5 (653 Slel (Ml 5. 1S5 (905 (S gousle
3 (5 g 03k il (8 OB (S Cupanyiin (63 4 (2 0y ol 5] CeosS & Cyorer (oMl Glial 5 5l JSy w2 0pes (S e

' ' ‘ 1055 iyl o > & BN louny ol o3 25, 5L )5

23 May, 2024 Hafiz Zia Ahmad &

J«S5 O)MM&}:&WIM Aj)d.\‘_;wl.w) (uol.o.:>) &&;9& wﬂiﬁ ‘jc)’twl )L’JAMJSJGEM

FOF = VB 501/ L) yany (S 400 (Jus So5 125} ot b7



23 May, 2024 Hafiz Zia Ahmad @

ol sdan 32 3l st 31 ol (gl Mo s Sty okl eyl sl 3.1 115 e S s sy ol g 0
S5 oy U T en e dosma 1230 5l gyt 3 5l plac)o ¢ G T do (e G pual & Slge JlaB 5 e 05

23 May, 2024 Hafiz Zia Ahmad @

ope S99 (1999 Cayore ()3 Splhe &y g8 Ml (i ) (1) Sl s (e QB sl (5l9e s 9l gy 111
-Jads

oy Sy e Opalee plaie 1o o oo 3 KB 5 oS J108 058 gruge (G dla (S0 colo e (S awbodl 4
w3 (S QUdlidl &y (ogy08 sl (ELs - (655 (651 (65 o 4 (ke 3 (619 2 925 (2LBLe 3 5l Lipoly 328 9323 0935 5
om0y 935 95990155 Nigf ol 9395 9353 (S J 4 y2lae plate 185 (655 Ol (2 05y o2 gl gl o oS )E (cdgs S el
ssozeg W ln Oplee (596 (2 03 )5 4 o)l Coppte Splee 3L 3 5l 6

<559 s 45192 0L g3 (S8 4 QUL 53 5 oSy atiingl gloS bl jut joe (S 5 4 SULAN 43S (gpg) (oS5 colo ke
u_i.\_; 9 u_§ Oluslidl & ol (639 555 pogad Lasly 650 952 )5155w gl solatd] > ia)T ggolgu 9)lgd > (S 4l o3l 4y I, laen

- g Oy Sy agl 4 9:92»&)3 AL ‘;9}]

27 May, 2024 Abdul Qahar Balkhi @

3 (S (G5l b 4 eplys 4 ggulin (Koo wjy (gt 3 S g (5383 Ol 9y st > Sjlol (oMl sl >
by B o eoliSas Glogble o) (eb (o 629 (2 b Olked (S & 45 S (> digp 2l JLd  glsle 550 415 o
Lt} &5 gilsB ()5 5 oo & (2 0399 Lo J> 32 69 2 jlaew (9 0 1959 ) (srusonoe > (JUE 1 990 A8 00 S (IS0 5
52 09 4VTY 4 (g s 5 (58 > Olig 9yl giyre 3 o113 w03 & (Rl (S 3 ) (ssignten 3 g (38 35l ) &
w23y (Srgten 3 gl (65 13l igtdgsue S )5 4 (g (6550 (2 <805 pE Fgdlaan (Dl 9350 (oo 3 ol gilejlu gl 5 0 b S5

Wﬁmysa)l'.}.)

29 May, 2024 Abdul Qahar Balkhi @

(9553 8y > Slig 9yl 95y 3 515 &) P95 )3 gty > Syl gl ey Qg8 (g gl & Ll 3 6 0 LI TS
2 S5 S F9AS 3 98 3 o)l 9,95 5l 29 9yl 9ipe 3 ey D Dmsly 8 (omg) 3 Slig 9yl gy > Slal (Ml Gl >
) ‘,5; L9483 pie gf“’Li"””‘Jin Lisly > 650 > 2o &bl gayul Olwslas] >

Couligs 3 653 giguds 9093 3 ey ) gdlas oS yniie sl (55Uyd hlite 3 (2 (S9A5 B & gl (g 3 g 9yl 9 3 L1
<) e (lew (S gl &) s ol LS 5 oS0 e > 490

3 g (J97 2 Sy i CeagSo ghme 023 QL] (2 cing g (S 51 95 giend A (2 03909 IS 9920 o5 4 95
24 9l (oo ) )l )Y o Ll 3 65 ] gite 3 g o (S Pl Fngi pad) 953 0933 (2 (6 ply Cuop A (2 o) $dlsn
(53 S5 o WgiBay A oy gigdlgen 55 (S 4

ov 3 C0F = VF-¥ 8 gll ) puusy S 400 o J3 S5



3 Jun, 2024 Abdul Qahar Balkhi @

3¢9 Jo ol YIS Chuogy oo priome Jltipe (Jlop plhanddy 5 L3ig il 5 o) ) Lo gigilagee 5 gl ool S 5 002 Ljig il >
< JSg oy (e OB el (S5)90 129 4 5l gy 3 Oluslid]

4 &y Ljeigdl ol OLewslidly (oS aS e piio udgl > Ljigasl 3 o) sy )5 gilog 5l ponl M 5 Ljigail > (2 652 3L
<S50 Syl 5l 053] 093 3 ey Gigudsl 5 gl 52,5159 ¢ (gLl gl

soye (Sl A Lol gl (i S5 Al 59l 3 0 QLS & (o (S99l 4 )1 5 5l gy Cudlely 4 &5 (M 5259 9y 630 3
55 4 & plya] Jlite gl (60808 ¢ 3 4d oS gigiagS gl S5 Ljigal gl ludlid) 5 (2 108" L5 s 9yl iy 3 05y e
283 (Sguirge Lid |y gl CuiSid > 950 5 oy L3ga5 Slgu 499 ol Cangd & yliaslidl

550 lodls 51 o e gys S e B <5918 et 3 o) (D ol 5 Ol 4 gy 5 S VO 1 g ol e
2095 A 5l (63 9131y o (S QLslaBl S o (i gz g o). (63 (o9 axSilaly digioyd b o)l 9 (e 5l 65w 5 S
J;E?Ifé:glwbﬂysb‘wd L:.w] Es.‘;u..)uy.\u)d.! 4”5.} ub..wlaﬁl d.\ul;h:é:gl @»gbfuwﬂ

12 Jun, 2024 Hafiz Zia Ahmad @

4 0AbL sy ol o 058 3 Sin bl B 4 sote o (ylojlo Custol (glygis bl Aobabad Coguas . 111 dsyls sl 5
o3t pye (sly (oole (S5 dej 93,5 03¢ )l 13 ould L il A yoie B sl ailingly ol ySTie diajls 45 Sl e 03 pge S s
ol s 988 G 52515 s cyabandd p3pe Syl 35 5 ¢ tunsinutoo w2y bl i s 11T a5 j90l ylig 90 delia

LS e Coles

12 Jun, 2024 Hafiz Zia Ahmad @

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan deems the adoption of the recent resolution by the
United Nations Security Council aimed at ending the war in Gaza as an initial step to end the genocide of the people in
Gaza, which requires realistic negotiation to lead to a permanent ceasefire in Gaza strip, ensuring a normal life for the
people of Gaza.

IEA — MoFA condemns the crimes committed by the Zionist regime and supports the historic right of the Palestinian
people to have an independent state.
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Announcement about the decision of the Republic of Ireland, Norway and Spain

to recognize the Palestinian state.
(€ May (-(¢

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan welcomes the decision of the Republic of Ireland,
Norway and Spain to recognize the Palestinian state & calls it a positive step.

This development is occurring while in addition to the aggression on the historical land of Palestine, the Zionist
occupation is trying to bring a demographic change by committing war crimes & genocide.

IEA-MOFA deems the Palestinian land as the historical & legitimate right of the Palestinian nation, & strongly condemns
the ongoing genocide by the Zionist invaders directed at broader regional instability.

IEA-MOFA once again calls on the international community, in particular the Islamic states to take urgent measures to
prevent the ongoing disaster in accordance to their responsibility & the right of defense & freedom of the Palestinian

nation.
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IEA-MOFA welcomes the appointment of the non-resident ambassador of Nicaragua to Afghanistan

(¢ June (- (¢

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has accepted and welcomes the first ever
appointment of a non-resident ambassador to Afghanistan in Beijing by the Republic of Nicaragua.

IEA-MOFA has instructed its embassy in Beijing to establish close working relations with the Embassy of
Nicaragua.

IEA-MOFA views the establishment of diplomatic relations with the Republic of Nicaragua as a positive
development and hopes for further broadening of relations between the two countries in areas of common

interests.
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I would like to draw your attention to another
critical humanitarian crisis:

Since last October, the ongoing genocide in
Gaza, Palestine, has become the first genocide
in history to be broadcasted live. This tragedy
has severely undermined the credibility of
countries and organizations that profess to
uphold human rights.

It is important to note that certain entities
directly involved in this humanitarian atrocity
lack the moral standing to lecture us on human
rights.

m Over the past three years, the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan has firmly
established itself as a centralized, strong, and
authoritative regime domestically. It has
made substantial progress in developing
national institutions, implementing
infrastructure projects, and revitalizing the
national economy. Moreover, it has achieved
significant strides in enhancing bilateral
relations with numerous countries, as
evidenced by improved relations with
neighboring and regional states.

Dear Participants!

To ensure the Doha meeting is productive and
meaningful, we must focus on the following
objectives to establish trust and demonstrate
our collective commitment to Afghanistan's
security, stability, and prosperity:

First, the removal of all restrictions and
sanctions, as well as the annulment of previous
resolutions that have created significant
barriers for Afghanistan’s private sector.

New Beginning, 5th Issue, Spring-Summer 2024

Second, the unfreezing of all foreign reserves of
Da Afghanistan Bank, which are the legitimate
property of the Afghan people, and restoring
them to the bank’s control to:

e Enhance the implementation of monetary
policy,

e  Strengthen the commercial banks, and

e  Enable Da Afghanistan Bank to fulfill its
foreign  currency  obligations  to
commercial banks.

The continued freezing of these reserves has
severely impaired the ability of commercial banks
to meet the currency needs of their clients, both
domestically and internationally. Consequently,
customers are often forced to resort to illegal
methods to sustain their trade operations.

For the growth of the private sector, it is crucial
that interactions between our banks and foreign
banks resume, this will enable our traders to
engage in commercial activities globally through
legal (banking) channels.

Third, while Afghanistan has made significant
strides in combating the cultivation,
production, processing, and trafficking of
narcotics, and continues to do so, it is essential
to provide alternative livelihoods for Afghan
farmers. This is a shared responsibility that must
be addressed collectively, and Afghanistan
should not be left to manage this challenge
alone.

| propose the formation of working groups to
address these issues and look forward to
having effective and productive discussions
with respected representatives on these
matters.
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An essential element of our foreign policy is
economic orientation. With our economically
oriented foreign policy, we have been able to
provide connectivity to the region through
Afghanistan. With the construction of the
transportation railway from Uzbekistan to
Afghanistan in the north, Central Asia will be
connected with South Asia. Our respective
entities are working closely with our Uzbek and
Pakistani counterparts.

In collaboration with Turkmenistan, we have
made significant progress regarding the
implementation of the ambitious gas pipeline
project (TAPI) over the past two years. This
milestone ensures positive participation in
energy exchange and connectivity between
Central and South Asia through Afghanistan.

Furthermore, we have declared our
commitment to the North-South corridor and
look forward to collaborating with partner
countries along this corridor.

In addition, with the end of the occupation and
war in Afghanistan, not only that the
opportunity to use its national capacities for
the revival of the national economy of
Afghanistan has been provided, rather, the
entire region benefits from the security and
stability in Afghanistan.

The relationships with regional countries
demonstrate that the Islamic Emirate has the
commitment and capacity to establish and
maintain  relations. Consequently, other
nations, particularly Western countries, can
remove the obstacles hindering the
development of relations with the Afghan
government. Like the regional countries, they
can take genuine and practical steps toward
positive engagement.

Dear Participants!

As mentioned, differences of opinion in certain
areas are natural. However, the important

6 Storai

thing is that the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
has the will and commitment for positive
interaction, enhancing relationships.

m The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is
keen on engaging constructively with
Western nations as well. Like any sovereign
state, we uphold certain religious and
cultural values and public aspirations that
must be acknowledged to facilitate
progressive bilateral relations rather than
encountering disputes and stagnation.

Our aspiration is for the national sovereignty,
independence, values, and preferences of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan to be duly
respected, as affirmed by the United Nations
Charter.

By delineating Afghanistan's internal matters
from foreign relations, we could potentially
achieve significant advancements in both
bilateral and multilateral engagements. The
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan now represents
a government that is the culmination of the
Afghan people's decades-long struggles. The
political understanding between the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan and other nations is
steadily improving. For instance, Kazakhstan
removed the Taliban from its list of prohibited
groups last month, and it is anticipated that
the Russian Federation will undertake a similar
measure in the near future. Concurrently, the
People's Republic of China has officially
recognized the ambassador of the Islamic
Emirate of  Afghanistan.  Furthermore,
numerous countries have accepted diplomats
from the Afghan government, and we have
active political representations.

Just as the regional countries have positively
interacted with the current government of
Afghanistan as a responsible system, we hope
that Western countries will also prioritize
mutual bilateral interests in a similar manner.

New Beginning, 5th Issue, Spring-Summer 2024



Is it fair and appropriate?

I do not deny that some countries may have
problems with some measures of the Islamic
Emirate. | think that policy differences amid
states are natural, and it is the duty of
experienced diplomats to find ways of
interaction and understanding rather than
confrontation.

The policy differences should not escalate to
the extent that powerful countries use their
leverage to impose security, political, and
economic pressures on our people, affecting
the lives of our nation in a significant way.

In addition, despite unilateral and multilateral

unfreezing national reserves, some countries
have continued with their policy of non-
cooperation.

Dear Participants!

As our nation has fought throughout history
for political independence and made historical
sacrifices, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is
now endeavoring to achieve economic
independence by laying the foundations of a
self-sustaining and secure national economy.
We are committed to advancing real economic
development in Afghanistan, taking initial
steps towards creating jobs, establishing
factories, lifting people out of poverty, and
creating business opportunities for women.

W

sanctions and pressures, we banned the
cultivation, processing and smuggling of
poppy which affected the world.

Poppy cultivation, which remained as a
significant challenge in Afghanistan, we
reduced it to almost zero; however, in contrast,
instead of recognizing and commending these
initiatives, lifting banking restrictions to
stimulate the country's economy and

New Beginning, 5th Issue, Spring-Summer 2024

We appreciate the countries that provide
humanitarian aid, however, the main solution
to the economic obstacles of Afghans is to
remove unilateral and multilateral sanctions,
provide development aid and allow the
government and people of Afghanistan to
utilize their capacities without restrictions for
the revival of the national economy.
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Speech by Honorable Zabihullah Mujahid,
Head of the Delegation of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,

at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Doha 3 Meeting

June 30, 2024

In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate
and the Most Merciful

Under-Secretary-General for Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs of the United Nations,
Ms. Rosemary DiCarlo, respected
representatives of countries and institutions,
and especially the representative of the host
country, Qatar, good evening!

I am pleased to represent the government and
people of Afghanistan at such an opportune
moment, initiated by the United Nations for
Afghanistan, and to meet with representatives
from numerous countries and international
organizations.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to
the leadership of the government of Qatar for
their valuable assistance in organizing and
facilitating this meeting.

Our participation in this Doha meeting
demonstrates that, despite the considerations
we have, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is
committed to positive engagement.

4 Storai
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We perceive the current Doha meeting as a
crucial opportunity to engage in constructive
dialogue regarding the unilateral and
multilateral sanctions imposed on some
officials and our financial and banking sectors,
as well as the broader challenges confronting
our national economy. This forum represents a
positive step towards addressing these issues
and providing reassurance to the Afghan
people that the imposed restrictions on our
nation will be alleviated in due course.

Dear Participants!

Afghans are questioning why the easing of
sanctions on financial and trade sectors
remains slow-paced? Why the government and
the private sector consistently confronting
various challenges? Afghans, who have been
suffering from war and insecurity as a result of
foreign invasions and interference for almost
half a  century, ultimately,  gained
independence, ended the war and built a
system aimed at fostering positive engagement
with the world, however, in return they faced
sanctions and restrictions?

New Beginning, 5th Issue, Spring-Summer 2024
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approach for Afghanistan. It is noteworthy that
Afghanistan does not seek confrontation and
controversy with any side.... rather always
stresses positive engagement.

Therefore, our choices shall be respected.
Instead of proposing governance models and
pointing fingers at the System, it is better to
engage in mutual interests.

Following nearly half a century of aggressions,
interventions, chaos, and instability — it is good
to finally give a chance to an indigenous
solution to the problems. The performance of
less than the past two and a half years -
contrary to some negative predictions - has
been very good despite the illegitimate and
unilateral sanctions. During this time,
Afghanistan has been able to organize its
governance structure, organize the triple
security forces, neutralize national and regional
threats by antagonist groups, ban poppy
cultivation, mobilize the country’s economic
engine, kick-off major development projects,
and take pragmatic steps toward regional trade
and transit prosperity.

Dear participants,

I would like to make this clear; Afghanistan too
has problems like any other country. In a
country that has been the target of foreign
invasions, interventions, and internal wars for

New Beginning, 5th Issue, Spring-Summer 2024
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nearly half a century, it is not possible to resolve
all the problems in a short period. Nevertheless,
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is resolved to
find a solution for the problems that are mostly
inherited from the past.

Grabbing this opportunity and initiative, also
through the remaining regional mechanisms
such as Afghanistan’s neighboring countries'
ministerial meeting or the Moscow format, we
hope to succeed in reaching a regional
consensus that preserves all actors’ interests.
Within the framework of such regional
consensus, we can pave the way for finding
incentive mechanisms to reach thematic
agreements that serve mutual interest.

Dear Participants,

Today in our common region, the atrocities
and crimes against the innocent and
defenseless people of Palestine by the Zionist
regime are a matter of grave regret and cause
for serious concern.

Once again, while strongly condemning these
creamed, | call on the international community
to jointly prevent these barbaric atrocities and
the genocide of the Palestinian people, and
ensure their legitimate rights.

To conclude, |1 welcome all the participants
once again — and hope to have helpful
discussions and talks.
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Afghan government’s policy over the last
nearly two and a half years has depicted that
the New Afghanistan defines its interests with
the region in a win-win mechanism - and
proposes that all actors negate the Zero-Sum
perspective and invest in a win-win game rule
and cooperation.

During the governance of the Islamic Emirate,
it has certainly been proven that a regional
perspective revolving around economic
connectivity with the region at its center
constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of
the Islamic Emirate’s foreign policy. This is not
a mere slogan, but we believe Afghanistan and
the region’s economic progress and
development share a consistent relation. This
economic dependency requires further
enhancement of joint work in the region.

It requires that the countries of the region, in
coordination and positive and constructive
cooperation with the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, on one hand, prevent the
possibility of the emergence of an unfavorable
situation in the region, and on the other hand,
utilize the regional connectivity opportunities
in the post-war phase and increasing region-
centric engagements as a main objective. The
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and the region
can reduce potential threats and optimize new
opportunities by creating an engagement-
oriented and constructive narrative in all
domains as opposed to an evasive and
inconsistent narration.

Dear participants,

| would like to take this opportunity to put
across to you a clear message:

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan respects
others’ interests, choices, government
structures, and development models, and in
return, expects others to respect Afghanistan’s
interests, and governance and development
choices and models.

2 Storai

m After 20 years of fighting for freedom
and the establishment of the Islamic system,
today we take our destiny into our own
hands. Unfortunately, Afghanistan’s distant
and proximate history has proved that the
imposed imported models have not been
effective for Afghanistan. During the past
nearly half a century of wars and instability
in Afghanistan, it was seen that the imported
plans for Afghanistan did not heal the pain
of the Afghan people.

Whether it was models offered by countries
or international organizations...or the plans
by special envoys..the alien prescriptions
presented under any name and address have
had reverse results. Moreover, unfortunately,
the UN plans conveyed during the tenures of
its various envoys also have led to nothing
but war, instability, and occupation of
Afghanistan.

Therefore, considering the historical lessons,
previous experiences should not be repeated.
Today, following at least two decades of
struggle and sacrifices of the Afghan people,
Afghanistan is a sovereign, free, and safe
country that has a government, representing
Afghanistan and can work on issues of interest
with the region and the world. Afghanistan as
a country that has gone through long imposed
conflicts, and has achieved peace, security, and
stability — does not need another UN special
representative and/or new mission with
UNAMA already on the ground - but this
government stands ready and can conduct
talks on common and concerning issues with
different regional and international sides.

Seizing this opportunity, | request all gathered
here to portray ground realities of today’s
Afghanistan in the upcoming Doha meeting to
the distant sides, so that they can enter into
constructive engagement and cooperation
with a realisticc sensible, and acceptable
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IEA - Foreign Minister’s Speech at the
“Afghanistan’s Regional Cooperation Initiative” Conference

Kabul, Afghanistan’ / /January 29,2024
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At the outset, let me welcome all Special Envoys,
Ambassadors, and representatives from regional
countries to Afghanistan’s Regional
Cooperation Initiative Conference. | hope we
will conduct constructive discussions seizing
this opportunity, to pave the way for the
improvement and development of relations
between Afghanistan and regional countries.

Dear participants,

this meeting is mainly aimed at discussions and
talks on establishing a region-centric narrative
aimed at developing regional cooperation for a
positive and  constructive  engagement
between Afghanistan and regional countries.
By seizing this opportunity, | hope we will talk
about utilizing the opportunities created in
post-occupation and war Afghanistan.

Regional cooperation could be focused on the
following:

Exploring region-centric and engagement
pathways based on common regional
benefits;

Creating a region-centric narrative for
positive and constructive engagement with
the Afghan government to tackle existing
and potential threats in the region;
Exerting efforts directed at soft connectivity
and hard connectivity that would lead to
regional economic development benefitting
peoples of the region;

Unanimity in calling for the removal of
unilateral sanctions on the region and
Afghanistan in particular; and

Respecting one another’s choices of

New Beginning, 5th Issue, Spring-Summer 2024

indigenous and traditional development
models and governance methods.

Dear participants,

Over the span of less than two and a half years
since the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan took
charge of affairs, we have had good
engagements in the fields of trade
development and regional transit with regional
and neighboring countries. Something that
was a mere dream for decades due to imposed
wars and insecurity in Afghanistan.

On the one hand, with the end of the 20-year
occupation and the overall 45-year war and
bloodshed in Afghanistan, and the formation of
an independent central government, on the
other hand, the Islamic Emirate’s region-centric
perspective considering the principle of
economy-centered foreign policy of the Afghan
government, reliant on regional connectivity,
has paved the way for us to work together on
common interests in cooperation with the
region by creating a region-centric narrative and
continue to fight potential threats.

Afghanistan as a country that has experienced
insecurity and instability for nearly half a
century, in no circumstances wants any other
country in the region to experience insecurity
and instability. Regional security remains of
grave importance for the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan stands
ready to engage and cooperate with the
regional countries by working together based
on mutual interest and mutual respect. The
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